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NEIL HALSTEAD

Oh! Mighty Engine
BRUSHFIRE/ISLAND
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Gentle joy from former
Slowdive frontman
Halstead’s second soloalbum
repays concentration. An
impeccable songwriter -ifone
sometimestoo littlein love
with his own subtlety, both
intermsoftuneand lyric-
Halstead was frontman of
both Slowdive and Mojave 3,
and Ob! Mighty Engineis
typically whimsical, low key
and surprisingly touching
(when you can make out what
heissinging). Halstead mines
avery British folk tradition -
BertJansch and Billy Bragg
aretouchstones - although the
catchy “Always The Good” has
more thanatrace of latterday
Leonard Cohenaboutit.
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