
10/31/08 1:23 PMNeil Halstead: Warm, Inviting And Pastoral : NPR Music

Page 1 of 2http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=96194028

Laura Totten
Neil Halstead performs at KEXP studios.
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FAVORITE SESSIONS
 
Neil Halstead: Warm, Inviting And Pastoral
By Cheryl Waters
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KEXP, October 28, 2008 - Listening to Neil Halstead, I
always run through a gamut of emotions: No matter what's
going on in my life, his music puts me into a blissful dream
state, and I'm happy. Yet at the same time, his breathtaking
voice and guitar work are beautiful enough to make me want
to weep. When he performed this session at KEXP, I was
eager to see what emotions he'd put me through this time.

I've been a fan of Halstead's work since he was essentially a
kid making fuzzy, distorted noise in the influential shoegazer
band Slowdive. But now he's all grown up, and after drifting
through the dusty fields of Mojave 3, he's settled into a
stunning yet carefree style. As I listened to him in this
session, I couldn't help but think that this was the music he
was meant to play — warm, inviting and pastoral.

While he played songs from his latest album, Oh! Mighty
Engine, I caught myself smiling at times and tearing up at
others, and at the end found myself rendered speechless.
"Wow," was I all could say to one of the most satisfying in-
studio performances I've ever heard.

Listen to the previous Favorite Session, or see our full
archive.

 
Related NPR Stories
Oct. 21, 2008
Neil Halstead's 'Mighty' Soft Songs
Nov. 14, 2006
Mojave 3: Sparkling as It Soothes

Comments
Please note that all comments must adhere to the NPR.org discussion rules and terms of use. See also the
Community FAQ.

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

javascript:NPR.Player.openPlayer(96194028,%2096192684,%20null,%20NPR.Player.Action.ADD_TO_PLAYLIST,%20NPR.Player.Type.STORY,%20'0')
javascript:NPR.Player.openPlayer(96194028,%2096192464,%20null,%20NPR.Player.Action.ADD_TO_PLAYLIST,%20NPR.Player.Type.STORY,%20'0')
javascript:NPR.Player.openPlayer(96194028,%2096192685,%20null,%20NPR.Player.Action.ADD_TO_PLAYLIST,%20NPR.Player.Type.STORY,%20'0')
javascript:NPR.Player.openPlayer(96194028,%2096192443,%20null,%20NPR.Player.Action.ADD_TO_PLAYLIST,%20NPR.Player.Type.STORY,%20'0')
http://www.npr.org/templates/reg
http://www.npr.org/templates/reg/login.php
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15667984
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=11307944
javascript:NPR.Player.openPlayer(96194028,%2096192683,%20null,%20NPR.Player.Action.PLAY_NOW,%20NPR.Player.Type.STORY,%20'0')
http://download.npr.org/anon.npr-mp3/kexp/specialmusic/2008/10/20081027_specialmusic_halsteadkexp.mp3?dl=1
javascript:NPR.Player.openPlayer(96194028,%2096192683,%20null,%20NPR.Player.Action.ADD_TO_PLAYLIST,%20NPR.Player.Type.STORY,%20'0')
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=95930305
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15397553
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=95999503
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15667984
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=95930311
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=6487256
http://www.npr.org/about/termsofuse.html
http://www.npr.org/help/discussionrules.html
http://www.npr.org/help/communityfaq.html
javascript:%20NPR.community.renderOverlay(NPR.community.LOGIN);
javascript:%20NPR.community.renderOverlay(NPR.community.REGISTER);

